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GLAUBERITE IN SALINE DEPOSIT AND ITS ORIGIN

Wei Dongyan

(Geological Institute of Chemical Minerals, MCI, Zhuozhou, Hebei)

_Abstract

] Glauberite is a main ore mineral in sodium sulfate deposits widely
distributed in modern salt lakes and Meso- and Cenozoic salt-bearing series.
The origin of glauberite attributes to anrio\ué processes, including (1) direct
crysllization from sulphate solution;(2) substitution of gla'uberite for gypsum;
(3) transformation from hydrous glauberite; and (4) ion exchange between
sodium sulfate and calcium-bearing mud. o

Glauberité occuring in association with magnesite in marine sediments may
have formed at salt lakes in tide flat and can be regarded as facies indicator

in marine carbonate-evaporite formations.
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